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We all contribute to a safe and successful learning community, all the time. 

January 2017 Edition 

Whatõs happening? 
January 9,10,11,16,17,18,23,24 

Swimming Lessons 

Friday, January 26 

Jump Rope for Heart kickoff 

Tuesday, February 7 

Parent Advisory Committee 7 p.m. 

Thursday/Friday, February 16  &  17 

No School. 

Monday, February 20 

Family DayñNo School 

Friday, February 24 

Robotics Tournament in Fairview 
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Dixonville School provides 

regular updates and notices 

on Facebook! 

Building a better gingerbread trap 

Natalie Thomas and Norah Chipesia (Gr. 3) devise their plans to catch the Gingerbread Man, as the Gr. 

1-3 language arts class uses the iconic story to build student understanding of story sequencing.  



 

Kindergarten News 
       Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a restful winter break. Here is an     

            overview of the topics  that will be covered in the month of January.  

Monthly Theme 

This Monthôs Learning & Activities 

We will continue to focus on concepts of print  

during reading (follow words from left to right, 

top to bottom, and return sweep). We will also 

focus on phonemic awareness (identify words 

beginning with the same sound, blending 

sounds together, identifying and making rhym-

ing words).  

 

Letter/Sound Identification:  Bb, Gg, Cc, and Ll  

We will continue to use tongue twisters to help 

students begin to use initial consonant sounds 

to read words. We will practice letter formation 

and the students will use key words in a written 

sentence. Students should be able to recog-

nize most upper and lower case letters.  
 

Math       

                                       
 

*Identify and describe measurable attributes 

including length and weight.   

*Estimate and measure ob-

jects.   

*Identify basic two and 

three -dimensional figures 

in the environment. 

*Recognize and describe 

basic two and three -

dimensional figures .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Theme for the month of January is UnderThe 

Sea.Students will develop: 

Understanding of sea life and prop-

erties of water. Expand vocabulary 

related to oceans and seas, what 

sea creatures contribute to our life.  

Reading/Language Arts   
*Books of interest: Tacky the Pen-

guin,One Tiny Turtle,Great White 

Sharks, Baby Beluga,A Fishy Sto-

ry,Rainbow Fish,Life in the Coral 

Reef.  
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Grade 1-2-3 

The Grade 1/2/3 class is having a blast with our swimming lessons and we are excited to try 
skating together on the community rink for Phys. Ed. classes. In Language Arts the Grade 1 stu-
dents are working hard to learn the parts and proper format to write a sentence. The Grade 2 
and 3 students are developing their writing to include a more complex sentence as well as how 
to write paragraphs on a topic. We will be using Fairy Tales over the next few weeks in a variety 
of ways to practice reading and writing as well as comprehension and fluency. In Math the Grade 
1 and 2 students are working on skip counting as well as reviewing addition and subtraction 
through problem solving questions. Grade 3 students are completing multiplication (to 5x5) and 
will be moving on to division. In the coming weeks all students will be moving towards patterns 
and using variables in equations. In Science Grade 1 students are learning their 5 senses through 
a variety of discussions and experiments exploring the use of senses. Grade 2 and 3 students are 
learning about hearing and sound where they will be exploring how sound travels. We are having 
a presentation on January 19th on local animalsô hibernation patterns. This fits in perfectly with 
the seasons, which the Grade 1 students have already studied and the life cycle lessons all stu-
dents will be doing in the spring.    

 

Grade 4-5 

In Language Arts, we are focusing on Narrative writing. This will include: catchy beginning and 
ending, create characters, setting and suspense in their writing. Along with Narrative writing we 
will be doing some Reader Theatre, Fairy Tales, and Fractured Fairy Tales. In February, we will 
be doing another novel study.  

Remember to read nightly and record how long students have read for in their agenda, so they 
can continue on their journey across Canada. 

In Social Studies, we just concluded the unit about Albertaôs natural and non-renewable re-
sources. Throughout the unit students learned: how communities form around natural/non-
renewable resources; how oil and coal are collected; and energy efficient/sustainability prod-
ucts.  Also, students learned how to identity fossils and got the opportunity to create their own 
fossil.  

 

We are just starting the Light and Shadow 
unit in Science. Students will be learning 
about transparent, translucent, reflection, 
refraction and opaque. How shadows are 
created and how light can be broken into 
colors. Students will be learning about the 
above throughout experiments.  
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 Grade 6-9 Science/Social Studies 

 

In Social Studies, Grade 6 students just concluded de-
mocracy rights and equality in the past and present. 
They learned about structure and function of local gov-
ernments, how bylaws get 
passed, and how people/groups 
can impact local government. 
The Sky Science unit began this 
week in Science. Throughout 
this unit students will be learning 
about the movements of the 
stars, comparing planets to Earth 
and knowing the difference be-
tween aircrafts and spacecraft.  

 

Grade 7/8 students learned 
about the European explorers, 
fur trade and earlier settlement 
of North America. They are cur-
rently learning about changes in Earthõs landforms, 

rock cycle, and the interactions between humans, tech-
nology and environment. Also, sustainability will be 
focused on in the Planet Earth unit.  

 

Grade 9 students have just concluded Issues for Cana-
dians: Governance and Rights in Social Studies. They 

learned about the Charter of 
Rights and Freedom, Youth 
Criminal Justice System, and 
how immigration effects pol-
icies and citizens in Canada. 
Space Exploration is the next 
unit in Science, where they 
will be learning about tech-
nology development for life 
in space, geocentric and heli-
ocentric models, and oppor-
tunities for future space ex-
plorations.  

Grade 6-9 Math 

 

In math, Gr. 6 students are about to 

begin studying probability. In this 

unit, they will master the language of 

probability (i.e. likely, unlikely, and 

certain), and learn how to calculate 

the probability of simple independ-

ent events. In February, Gr. 6s will 

begin analyzing patterns and equa-

tions, relating between graphs, tables, 

and expressions. Students will begin 

using variables in expressions/

equations.  

Gr. 7 students have begun a unit on 

patterns and expressions requiring 

them to write algebraic expressions 

(using variables) to describe ôreal lifeõ 

situations. They will learn to relate 

between expressions, tables, and 

graphs. In the following unit on solv-

ing equations, Gr. 7s will begin solv-

ing for ôx,õ while learning to balance 

equations. 

Gr. 8s have also begun their analysis 

of linear equations and graphs. This 

unit requires them to identify the 

equation that creates a given linear 

graph, and vice versa. The following 

unit works on solving multi-step 

equations and applying the distribu-

tive property.  

Gr. 9 students are similarly working 

on graphing and solving equations. 

They will be solving multi-step equa-

tions and inequalities as they prepare 

for high school-level algebra. 

 

Dear Math,  

Please stop asking me 

to find your ôx.õ You 

need to accept that 

she has moved on.  
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Each morning begins with fluency practice. In 

the picture, grade 6-9 students are reading a levelled 

reading passage, and recording their own progress 

in terms of correct words read/min. They read 

the same passage each morning for a week, and gener-

ally record a slope which shows a steady increase in 

correct wpm (words-per-minute).  

We have just finished a unit on Expository Essays, and 

as you can see, I am very pleased that all students can 

write a solid, or proficient, 4-5 paragraph essay.  

Historical fiction is one of my favourite genres. We are 

now beginning a novel study entitled The Bronze Bow. 

The setting is during the time of the Roman Empire 

and focuses on the theme of injustice.  Because there 

is also a lot of injustice in our society, students are col-

lecting newspaper  headlines and  articles which are 

reporting an injustice, in preparation for writing their 

own newspaper articles.  Grade 7-9õs will be writing 

letters to people or agencies asking for help to deal 

with an injustice. We will also be writing narrative sto-

ries with the purpose of entertaining. Stay tuned! 

- Mary Klein 

 

 

6-9 Language 

Arts 

***********************************************************************************************************************  

Gr. 4-5 Math 

In Gr. 4 and 5 math, we are coming to the 

conclusion of our unit on multiplication 

and division. Students have been working 

to master the standard algorithms for both 

operations, as well learning strategies for 

building fluency with multiplication/

division facts. As students master their ad-

dition and subtraction facts, they have 

moved on to begin mastering multiplica-

tion/division.  

The next unit for Gr. 4 and 5 will begin in 

late January. Gr. 4 students will be intro-

duced to finding and extending patterns in 

tables and charts. Gr. 5 students will begin 

writing pattern rules and will be introduced 

to the concept of variables. Both grades 

will begin the early stages of writing and 

solving algebraic equations. 

Clear for liftoff  

Yolanda Guenther (Gr. 5) prepares for launch at the North Peace Gymnastics 

Club during a school visit in the final days before the Christmas break. 

January 2017  
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Wear Pink Day 

Wear a pink shirt on February 22, 2017 and 

make a statement: 

òBullying will not be tolerated, instead we will 

practice acceptance toward ourselves  

  and othersó. 

Robotics Tournament in February  

Interested students in Grades 4-9 will being going to a robot-

ics tournament hosted by E.E. Oliver School in Fairview on 

February 24. 

Students will compete in events such as racing around an 

oval track, and the ôsumo challengeõ (where the goal is to 

push the opponentõs robot out of the ring or flip them 

over). To compete, all robots must be built from 

scratch at the event (using the pre-assigned sets of 

LEGO Mindstorms), and robots must operate only 

from programs designed by students (i.e. no remote 

control driving). 

Interested Dixonville students have been preparing and 

practising for the tournament during their options classes on Fri-

days.  


